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Four tenant protection bills run the gauntlet during NH House committee hearing

By Bos HART

NEW HAMPSHIRE BUSINESS REVIEW

Nothing will be easy in the NH
House of Representatives this session,
as the recent committee votes on four
landlord-tenant bills can attest. The
House Judiciary Committee had to go
through multiple votes on each bill
because of the difficulty of either side
to gain a majority.

The bills are different, but the debate
over them is basically the same. Given
the acute shortage of rental housing,
tenants need to be protected, because
landlords have the upper hand, and
can easily exploit them, proponents
maintain. Because of the acute short-
age of housing, landlords need to be
protected, because any regulation
could cause them to get out of the

rental business, making the housing
shortage even worse, argue opponents.

Let’s start with House Bill 112, which
the committee narrowly recommended
to the full house after a compromise
amendment was inserted. The original
bill would have required landlords who
are about to sell the property to provide
tenants 60 days’ notice before the sale
closes, and even more time to give them
a chance to obtain financing to buy the
property, similar to a law now used by
residents of manufactured home parks
to buy the land under their homes.

With a 10-10 Republican-Democratic
membership, a motion to kill the bill
failed on a tie vote. Democrats then
offered an amendment that would just
leave the 60-day notice in the bill.

“I agree that the motion is some-
what less objectionable,” said commit-

tee Chair Rep. Bob Lynn, R-Windham,
“but it still makes it more difficult to
own and manage and dispose of the
property, so in theory that will make
things worse, and the more restrictions
to place on landlords will discourage
people from being landlords.”

With the housing shortage, replied
Rep. Timothy Horrigan, D-Durham,
“it’s best to get the word to the tenants
what is going on.”

The amended bill passed, 11-9.

Things became even more convo-
luted with HB 117. This was Lynn’s
bill that will give the landlord the right
to evict someone at the end of a lease,
without any cause, overturning a state
Supreme Court decision to protect the
rights of tenants. “When a contract is
over, you should be able to end that
contract,” said Lynn, a former Supreme

Court justice himself, arguing that it
would make landlords “reluctant to
rent to someone who is marginal.”
After multiple tie votes, the com-
mittee agreed to retain the bill, but
then voted to reconsider that vote, and
another tie vote would have sent the
bill to the full House without a recom-
mendation. A vote to reconsider the
reconsideration failed on a 10-10 vote.
Then there was HB 261, which would
allow domestic violence victims and
people who have suddenly become dis-
abled to break their lease and get their
security deposit back. Again, Demo-
crats tried to rescue the bill by just
making limiting it to domestic violence
victims, a position, in theory that won
over Jeffrey Greeson, R-Wentworth.

see TENANT page 39

Proposed 95-acre multi-use development in Concord may grow even larger

By JEFF FEINGOLD
NEW HAMPSHIRE BUSINESS REVIEW

The development team behind a plan
to construct some 650 housing units on
95 acres in Concord has grown by one
partner and taken an option to pur-
chase 40 more acres of abutting prop-
erty.

The proposed Monitor Way devel-
opment — near the Concord Monitor
building on land owned by Newspapers
of New England, the Monitor’s parent

company — is a mixed-use plan, fea-
turing commercial, retail as well as
apartments and townhomes.

The developers said they are “study-
ing different potential uses” for the
additional 40 acres, but provided no
specifics.

The 40-acre property is owned by the
Concord Regional Solid Waste Coop-
erative, a group of municipalities that
built the nearby Wheelabrator trash-
to-energy power plant.

Meanwhile, the development team,

e @N

J

MEREDITH LANDING

o0 “ REAL ESTATE,LLC

MEREDITH
3.98 acre building lot
with state approved

MEREDITH
4.83 acre parcel on the
corner of Rt. 104 and

3 BR septic design Corliss Hill Rd. Lot is
and residential home zoned forestry/rural
footprint approved by with many permitted

the town. This lot is
ready to start building!
$149,900 (4942829)

uses. Bring your ideas!
$179,900 (4942436)

NEW HAMPTON
184+/- total acre
offering consisting of
2 lots of record off Rte
132N and along 193.
Many permitted uses
with great potential for
development.
$1,250,000 (4900572)

MEREDITH
New construction "Toy
Box" duplex with a total
of 4+ BRs, 4 baths, and
high quality finishes. Each
side has an oversized
garage for all your toys!
$1,200,000. Also sold
individually as condos
$679,000 ea. (4937858)

MEREDITH LANDING REAL ESTATE
285 Daniel Webster Highway | Meredith NH 03253 | 603-677-7007 | www.MeredithLanding.com

which includes Kevin Lacasse, CEO
of New England Family Housing and
Dean Navaroli, principal of the Hol-
lis-based commercial real estate firm
of William & Reeves, also has taken on
a new partner — Mike Dion, founder
of Metro Walls, the Manchester-based
regional framing and drywall com-
pany who recently sold the firm to its
employees through an Employee Stock
Ownership Plan. He continues to serve
as Metro Walls’ chair.

“We're excited to have Mike join the

REALTOR ©
PH: 772-528-8069

kweldon111@gmail.com

Kathleen Weldon-Crumb

1625 NW Federal Hwy., Stuart, FL 34994

Monitor Way development team,” Lac-
asse said. “With his 30-plus years of
construction experience and resources,
having been involved in the creation
of thousands of housing units over
the years, Mike is the one of the best-
known leaders in the New Hampshire
construction industry, yet a secret asset
as a developer.”

Dion and Navaroli have previously
partnered on a number of commercial

See next page
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and multifamily residential development projects
in Bedford, Epping and Londonderry. Dion is also
developing single-family and multifamily housing

projects in Laconia.

According to a press release issued by the devel-
opers, in total the three partners have ownership
in properties that totals about $180 million, have
structured financing for a combined $160 million
worth of real estate and been involved in over $1
billion worth of construction, including the cre-
ation of nearly 11,000 housing units.

These articles are being shared by partners in
The Granite State News Collaborative. For more
information visit collaborativenh.org.
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COMMERCIAL OPPORTUNITY
This 4.2 Acre property offers a 60X60
single-span steel garage & frontage
on Mad River, located within sight
of |-93, Exit 28; along the gateway
to Waterville Valley. Featuring 6
bays, office/waiting area, 2 baths w/
3 phase power available. Currently
an automotive repair shop; zoned
commercial w/ many other allowed
uses. Offered At: $599,900

507 Lake Street
Bristol, NH 03222
603-744-8526
www.0ldMillProps.com
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Lisa Lewis comes to Roche Realty Group

MEREDITH — Frank Roche, presi-
dent of Roche Realty Group, Inc, with
offices in Meredith and Laconia, has
announced that Lisa Lewis has recently
joined the real estate firm. She will be a
part of the Meredith office’s team.

Lisa brings a huge amount of experi-
ence across many industries to the real
estate firm with an extensive network
of former clients, business associates,
and friends. She has lived “all around
the lake” for over 40 years. Her entre-
preneurial roots are in Laconia, with
small customer-oriented businesses
to large construction services. She has acquired
the knowledge of this diverse background com-
bined with over a decade of executive support in
a Global Display Graphics company which will
provide her clients with a high level of customer
representation.

Frank Roche commented, “We're very excited to
have Lisa on our team where she can share her
experience with new home construction builds,
multiple property sales, commercial property
ownership, and her extensive knowledge of the
Lakes Region. She has experienced lakeside living
on both Lake Winnipesaukee and Lake Winnis-
quam. She has valuable experience in property
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Merron Treadwell

VP Mortgage Loan Officer
NMLS# 1468532

42 Upper Ladd Hill Road
Meredith, NH 03253

603-326-7322

mtreadwell@northwaybank.com
treadwell.northwaybank.com

Member

@ 800-442-6666
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The right bank makes a real difference

renovations, site work, and antique
home restoration. Most importantly,
her technology and customer relations
skills are exceptional.”

Lisa feels the Lakes Region has it
all, especially for its quality of life. She
has a strong desire to promote busi-
ness growth and commercial activity
in surrounding towns like Belmont,
Barnstead, Bristol and other small
communities.

Lisa spends her summers boating
out of Moultonborough Bay and has an
in-depth knowledge of the lake and the
surrounding lakeside communities. She spends
time with special friends in Gilford and family
members in Alton. Her heart will always be at the
Weirs, and when not in the Meredith office, she is
probably driving through Tuftonboro.

Lisa is excited to work with all of her colleagues,
friends, business associates, and past clients with
any of their future real estate needs. She’s look-
ing forward to her affiliation with Roche Realty
Group, a family-owned independent real estate
firm with a trusted name in the Lakes Region for
over 30 years. Lisa can be reached at 603-630-
3663 (cellphone), 603-279-7046 Ext. 458 (Mere-
dith office), or by email at llewis@rocherealty.com.
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Call us, we can help!

COLDWELL BANKER

Sue Ippolito, Realtor
603.455.7437 Cell
Sue.Ippolito @NEMoves.com

REALTY
Katie Ippolito, Realtor 9 Q'd Lakeshore Rd.
603.455.6117 Cell Gilford, NH 03249
Katie.Deware@nemoves.com 603.524.2255 Bus.

ColdwellBankerHomes.com




	02.11.23_Laconia Daily Sun_part 2
	02.11.23_Laconia Daily Sun_Proposed 95 acre multi use development in Concord may grow even larger

